604	VICTORIA	[1837-1901
He had no love for Colonial Office administration—his aim
was a self-governing dominion, to be joined eventually with
Australia, New Zealand, and Canada in a British Common-
wealth of Nations to preserve the peace of the world and the
progress of civilisation.
He began by urging the Cape Parliament (of which he had
been a member since 1880) to annex Bechuanaland, lest it
should be absorbed in German West Africa, and so prevent
the northward expansion of British power. But the Cape
Government refused to embark upon such an adventurous
policy; so Rhodes had to be content with seeing the country
taken under the protection of the Colonial Office. This incident
showed him that he must be able to act independently of
politicians, and therefore must have the power which money
alone can give. He therefore devoted himself to " cornering "
the diamond market, with the result that within three years his
personal income was something like a million a year. He was
now in a position to set on foot a great scheme to develop the
splendid high-lying country between the Limpopo and the
Great Lakes. He formed a private Company, and obtained
from the Government a charter authorising it to extend the
railway and telegraph through this territory, to organise trade
and colonisation within it, and to develop its mineral wealth.
In 1890 the first band of pioneers, British and Dutch, were
sent up to take possession. At first there was trouble with the
Matabele; but after this warlike race had been subdued the
development of the new country proceeded apace. In 1895
it received by royal proclamation the name of Rhodesia. This
was the zenith of Rhodes's career. Prime Minister of the Cape
Government, chairman of the Chartered Company, controller
of the world's diamond output, he wielded such power as has
rarely fallen into the hands of a private citizen. But Nemesis
was at hand.
§ 325.   the jameson raid.—One great obstacle to Rhodes's
plans was the existence of the Dutch republics : they refused

